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Learning Objectives  
This course intends to make students comprehend differentiated forms of constitutional practices 
and provide students to: 

• Distinguish between constitutions as historical texts and constitutionalism as the ideological 
site providing justification for specific constitutional theory and practices with multiple sites 
of constitutional politics across jurisdictions.  

• Compare inferences from different countries that addresses questions such as, what is a 
constitution, what are the processes through which constitutions evolve, and what are the 
different underlying principles they pledge, what rights are incorporated in the constitutions 
and what are the implications of their incorporation, are constitutions static/stagnant or do 
they embody principles of transformative change?  

• Analyse the relationship with culture and democracy and the conception of transformative 
constitutionalism in societies transitioning from colonial to postcolonial constitutionalism.  

 
Learning outcomes  
On successful completion of the course, students would demonstrate: 

• An understanding of the conceptual difference between constitutions and 
constitutionalism 

• Awareness of varied forms of constitutional practice 
• Awareness of the historical evolution of constitutions as texts and constitutionalism 

as the theory and philosophy of these texts, in a comparative perspective 
• An understanding of the relationship between constitutionalism and democracy on 

the one hand and constitutionalism and emergency on the other. 
 
 
SYLLABUS OF DSE-12 
 
UNIT – I (7 Hours) 
What is constitutionalism? 

• Difference between constitution and constitutionalism 
• Evolution of Constitutionalism 

 
UNIT – II (8 Hours) 
Democracy, Emergency and Constitutionalism 
UNIT – III (8 Hours) 
Transformative Constitutionalism 
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UNIT – IV (7 Hours) 
Gendering Constitutionalism and Environmental Constitutionalism 
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